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May 23, 2003

FCC Commissioner Kathlecen Abernathy
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Preserve Diversity and Media Ownership Limits - DO NOT Remove Remaining Regulatory Limits on
Corporate Media Giants

Dear FCC Commissioner Abernathy:
Edmund Burke said “The only thing necessary for evil to flourish is for good men to do nothing”.

CBS’s recent airing of “Hitler ~ The Rise of Evil” refreshes one’s memory of Hitler's seizing of the media as he
gained power. His move was a blatant and outright affront to democracy and free speech shocking the German
people.

I am writing today to express my views regarding Docket No. 02-277, The Biennial Review of the FCC's broadcast
media ownership rules. In its goals to promote competition, diversity and localism in today's media market, 1
strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the current media ownership rules now in question.

Today’s effort to control the media is wrapped subtlety but has the same effect allowing concentration of the media,
and therefore the concentration of power, to the few. The potential of limiting free speech is an affront to our
democracy as much today as it was to Hitler’s Germany.

The right to carry on informed debate and discussion of current events is part of the founding philosophy of our
nation. Our forefathers believed that democracy was best served by a diverse marketplace of ideas. If the FCC allows
our media outlets to merge, our ability to have open, informed discussion with a wide variety of viewpoints will be
compromised.

Once again in closing, I strongly believe the FCC should retain all of the current media ownership rutes now in
question.

Sincerely,

) f%

Michael E. McKenzie
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Kevin Martin -
Federal Communications Commission N R \
445 12th St. S.W. 200 "

Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Martin:

We would like to register with all the commissioners our very strong belief that
relaxing rules that allow for a smaller number of owners of media is a recipe for
disaster. Even now we get very little coverage of the corporate power moves
reported in language the layperson understand.

You are charged with protecting the public interest. And the public interest is best
served when there is less concentration, not more, of ideas and power.

Our thinking is NOT a minority view. You need to remember that in your vote
on June 2. This issue has NOT been covered with any enthusiasm in the media.
it is easy to understand why. It is YOUR job to keep competition in the media
from dissolving.

Paul an Cax}s.on
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Dear Mr. Adelstein:

We would like to register with all the commissioners our very strong belief that
relaxing rules that allow for a smaller number of owners of media is a recipe for
disaster. Even now we. get very little coverage of the corporate power moves

reported in language the layperson understand.

You are charged with protecting the public interest. And the public interest is best
served when there is less concentration, not more, of ideas and power.

Our thinking is NOT a minority view. You need to remember that in your vote
on June 2. This issue has NOT been covered with any enthusiasm in the media.
It is easy to understand why. It is YOUR job to keep competition in the media

from dissolving.
Sincerely, W
Paul anjzja‘y Carlson

P.S. In yc')ur"lcase,' pérhapé we are preaching to the choir.
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Dear Mr. Copps: T

We would like to register with all the commissioners our very strong belief that
relaxing rules that allow for a smaller number of owners of media is a recipe for
disaster. Even now we get very little coverage of the corporate power moves
reported in language the layperson understand.

You are charged with protecting the public interest. And the public interest is best
served when there is less concentration, not more, of ideas and power.

Our thinking is NOT a minority view. You need to remember that in your vote
on June 2. This issue has NOT been covered with any enthusiasm in the media,
It is easy to understand why. It is YOUR job to keep competition in the media
from dissolving.

Sincerely,

%/%W
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Dear Mr. Copps,

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from
media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain control
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of
the corporations that are lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have
known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues.
Therefore, for the sake of democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast
ownership protections that, for decades
have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country

Sincerely,

Rev. John XK. Collins
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| urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media monopolies.

These propased changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total controi of radio
and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the corporations that are now
lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep
opposing viewpeints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of views on important issues. Therefore, for the sake
of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades,
have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country.

Sincerely,

Earnest W. Rice Sr.

Page 1



Rice, Earnest W

Dear Mr. Copps,

| urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media monopolies.
These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio
and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the corporations that are now
lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep
opposing viewpoints off the air.
The American people deserve to hear more than one point of views on important issues. Therefore, for the sake

of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades,
have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country.

Sincerely,

Coeneid 20 (i

Earnest W. Rice Sr.

Page 1
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12" street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Copps:

I am writing you to voice my opposition to relaxing the Broadcast Ownership Rules. If these
rules are relaxed, the few companies that will own the media will determine what news and
whose viewpoints are allowed to air.

It will be much more difficult than it should be for voters to become informed about both sides
of an issue before casting their vote. I witnessed this happen on a smaller scale when

Milwaukee went from a two-newspaper town to a one-newspaper town.

It is healthy for our democratic process to have the media compete with itself. I urge you not to
weaken the broadcast ownership rules.

Sincerely,

/QMQ/-AJW

David P. Ohrmundt
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The Honorable Kathleen O. Abernathy
Commissioner

Federal Communication Commission
114 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 29557

Dear Commissioner Abernathy:

1 understand the present ban of cross-ownership of media sources was
intended to have information provided by a diversity of owners and to
ensure that when Americans turn on the TV, they're exposed to an array of
ideas, representing the full spectrum of political thought.

In addition to forbidding a company from owning two major TV
stations in the same market, or a major newspaper and a top station,
the rules also put a 35 percent cap on how much of the public one
network can reach. ‘

I fear that if the present cross-ownership rules are dropped we will have just
a few people make the decision about the news and opinions all of us are
permitted to hear.

This would be almost as bad as having the government control the
information content.

Please keep the media cross-ownership ban in effect.

Thank you,

James P. Condict
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Mr. Micﬁgél Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
445 12th Sfreet SW Washington, OC 20554

Dear Mr. Powell,
| am one of the ¢citizen/consumers whom you represent.

| am very concerned about the FCC policies which have allowed large media
companies tgicontrol so many newspapers, television stations, and radio stations,
especially inthe same markets.

Already, a handful of huge companies controls most of the broadcast and
entertainment outlets in the United States. Local ownership has become a thing of the
past.

Here in Los Angeles, one national company owns both of the “all news” radio stations,
plus several other stations programming many formats. | don’t believe that such
concentrated ownership serves the public interest, convenience, and necessity in any
way.

| urge you to re-think the palicies which have allowed conglomeration and cross-
ownership of media outlets.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Powell;

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect
American citizens from media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television news and
information in communities across our nation. And many of the corporations
that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a
known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on
important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom,
I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades,
have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country.

Sincerely,

A

r. Sean Ayers
Lake Placid, New York 12946-5979

NRA members® direct-mai lobbying by us ,orimee US. citizens
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Dear Ms. Abernathy : i s“-\bu\‘\oﬂ

T urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect
American citizens from the media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media
conlomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television news and
information communities across our nation. Aand many of the corporations
that are now lobbying the FCC to relax thease ownership rules already have a
known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoinis off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on
improtant issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom,
I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades,
have helped to ensure lkhealthy political debate in our country.

Sincerely Yours,
Do S Wm0

Mr. Donald W. Sutton
511 Looking Glass Ave.
Portland, Michigan 48875-1224
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Dear Commissioner Powell,

1 support Commissioner Copps concern about the Jukdistibytien Center
regarding the easing of media caps, allowing a company (a

media company) to own up to three TV stations and one

newspaper in major markets (L.A. Times 5/10).

Semator Olympia Snow is concerned about the closed doors
meetings taking place regarding this easing of media caps
and feels the June 2nd vote should be delayed until there
are more public meetings on the matter and the matter is
discussed in the Congress. I join Senator Snow in her
concerns.

The airwaves belong to the people of our nation, and the
easing of media caps will apt to erode what ownership the
public has of the airwaves. Critics claim the easing of
media caps will result in the erosion of our democracy.

Sincerely,

Oenprsic, O Y Moty

¢7ﬁac eline I. Rosen Meckel
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T urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American
citizens from media monopolies..

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to
gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities
across our nation. And many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing
viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues.
Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the
broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a&sﬂmeﬁ
political debate in our country.

9 7\1&\3

JUN O )
e
Sincerely, O S“:\bu{\o\" Cent
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Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to you today, because as a citizen of the United States I am gravely concerned about
the proposed media ownership rule changes. I am likewise concerned because of:

D Your refusal to make public the proposed changes.

2) Your refusal to provide 150 Congress members with a copy of the proposed
changes which they have requested.

3) Your refusal to hold or attend public hearings on these issues.

4) Your refusal of the request of Commissioners Adelstein and Copps, and numerous
Congress members to postpone the vote so that the issues can be explored in a
way that is in keeping with the spirit of the laws of the United State.

While I understand you are relying upon current rules and the Republican majority of the FCC in
the cowardly exercise of these refusals, these issues impact every United States citizen, and as
such, should not be left to three Republican FCC commissioners to decide alone.

I have written to my Congressional representatives regarding my concerns. I know that I join
thousands who respectfully request that you reconsider your position, provide.the postponement
and information which have been requested and allow these serious issues to be explored in the
democratic arena.

Very truly yours,

)

Alyson Budde

9112 Mediterranean Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
714/593-1955

cc: Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Michael I. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Jonathan S. Adenstein
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Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to you today, because as a citizen of the United States I am gravely concerned about
the proposed media ownership rule changes. Iam likewise concerned because of:

1) Your refusal to make public the proposed changes.

2) Your refusal to provide 150 Congress members with a copy of the proposed
changes which they have requested.

3) Your refusal to hold or attend public hearings on these issues.

4} Your refusal of the request of Commissioners Adelstein and Copps, and numerous

Congress members to postpone the vote so that the issues can be explored in a
way that is in keeping with the spirit of the laws of the United State.

While I understand you are relying upon current rules and the Republican majority of the FCC in
the cowardly exercise of these refusals, these issues impact every United States citizen, and as
such, should not be left to three Republican FCC commissioners to decide alone.

I have written to my Congressional representatives regarding my concerns. I know that I join
thousands who respectfully request that you reconsider your position, provide the postponement
and information which have been requested and allow these serious issues to be explored in the
democratic arena.

Very truly yours,

o

Alyson Budde

9112 Mediterranean Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
714/593-1955

cC: Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Jonathan S. Adenstein
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Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to you today, because as a citizen of the United States I am gravely concerned about
the proposed media ownership rule changes. I am likewise concerned because of:

1) Your refusal to make public the proposed changes.

2) Your refusal to provide 150 Congress members with a copy of the proposed
changes which they have requested.

3) Your refusal to hold or attend public hearings on these issues.

4) Y our refusal of the request of Commissioners Adelstein and Copps, and numerous

Congress members to postpone the vote so that the issues can be explored in a
way that is in keeping with the spirit of the laws of the United State.

While I understand you are relying upon current rules and the Republican majority of the FCC in
the cowardly exercise of these refusals, these issues impact every United States citizen, and as
such, should not be left to three Republican FCC commuissioners to decide alone.

. I have written to my Congressional representatives regarding my concerns. I know that I join
thousands who respectfully request that you reconsider your position, provide the postponement
and information which have been requested and allow these serious issues to be explored in the
democratic arena.

Very truly yours,

& | /6« ool

Alyson Budde

9112 Mediterranean Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
714/593-1955

cc: Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Jonathan S. Adenstein
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Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to you today, because as a citizen of the United States I am gravely concerned about
the proposed media ownership rule changes. T am likewise concerned because of:

D Your refusal to make public the proposed changes.

2) Your refusal to provide 150 Congress members with a copy of the proposed
changes which they have requested.

3) Your refusal to hold or attend public hearings on these issues.

4) Your refusal of the request of Commissioners Adelstein and Copps, and numerous

Congress members to postpone the vote so that the issues can be explored in a
way that is in keeping with the spirit of the laws of the United State.

While I undesstand you are relying upon current rules and the Republican majority of the FCC in
the cowardly exercise of these refusals, these issues impact every United States citizen, and as
such, should not be left to three Republican FCC commissioners to decide alone.

I have written to my Congressional representatives regarding my concerns. I know that I join
thousands who respectfully request that you reconsider your position, provide the postponement
and information which have been requested and allow these serious issues to be explored in the
democratic arena.

Very truly yours,

& /0. otol_

Alyson Budde

9112 Mediterranean Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
714/593-1955

cC: Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Michael J. Copps
Kevin J. Martin
Jonathan S. Adenstein
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Dear Chairman Powell,

I am writing your office to express my concern over the consolidation of the Media. I understand
that the Commission is considering changes to rules where more consolidation would be permitted.
1 believe this would be unfortunate. [ feel that consolidation of the Media limits choices,

even in a "900-cable channel world". Most significantly, independence of thought and expression
is threatened by such consolidation. 1 ask that the Commission work to restrict consolidation and
preserve choice, independence and free expression. Thank you for your consideration and service.

883 Magnolia Ave., #12
Pasadena, CA 91106
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Dear Chairman Powell,

I write to urge you to maintain the current media ownership rules capping national
coverage at 35% and not allow gargantuan media companies to become even larger. This
will kill diversity.

I live in the Los Angeles area, and I have seen what happens to diversity when ownership
rules are relaxed. Thanks to the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the two 24-hour news
radio stations, KFWB and KNX, became the property of the same company. Instead of
competing, they decided to complement each other. This became disastrous with the
recent coverage of the war in Iraq. Buses sported billboards announcing that KNX and
KFWB had joined forces to provide the same coverage on the war, If there were other 24-
hour news stations to go to, 1 would not have cared. But these are the only two, and for
them to share content is akin to the Voter News Service that screwed up coverage of the
exit polls during the 2000 Presidential election and was eventually disbanded. Having
only one source (as with Voter News Service) proved to be a huge mistake. The same
applies to KNX and KFWB. They were spouting the same stories, and I found myself
turning to National Public Radio and Pacifica to get a different, less sanitized perspective.

Please do not allow media companies to get bigger! Viacom 1s already in violation of the
current caps, and the company should not be given the chance to have the rules changed.
If they sold whatever needed to be sold so that they complied with current rules, then
argued for an increase in national coverage, I would be more willing to listen to their
side. But they are just trying to maintain their empire for the sake of blatant greed.

On June 2, please vote to maintain the current levels. If that doesn’t happen, I fear I'l] see
billboards on buses proudly announcing that two television stations and a newspaper are
offering the same coverage on the war on terrorism, and all of the reporting will be from
reporters in New York, not Los Angeles. Such a future will hinder my efforts to be an
informed American citizen.

Sincerely,

o F Jew

Ben De Jean
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Dear Mr. Martin:

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American
citizens from media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to
gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities across
our nation. And many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing view-
points off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important
issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue
the broadcast ownership protections that for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy
political debate in our country.

Sincerely,

Phyllis A. Robbins
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